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Introduction: The aim of this study is to analyze the changes caused by abrasive wear on
the teeth of archaeological skeletal remains and thus to estimate the dental age at the time
of death of the observed individuals.

Materials and methods: The analysis included a part of the collection of samples from
the Kopila necropolis (tomb 4), at island Korcula , stored in the Vela Luka Cultural Cen-
ter . A toral of 284 permanent dentition teeth were classified into 32 individuals and by
sex. Dental age was determined by the Lovejoy method, and the degree of tooth wear by
the Smith and Knight methods.

Results: Under the age of 20 there are two (n = 2) individuals, from 20-24 years there are
five (n = 5), from 24-30 years there are three (n = 3), from 30-35 years there are three (n =
3), from 35-40 years there are six (n = 6), and older than 40 there are eleven (n = 11), while
for two individuals it was not possible to derermine the age. The average total age of individ-
uals is 35.6 (+/- 3.1 years, SD 11.1). Abrasive changes are present on 92.9% of teeth,
and 93.3% E?ublique abrasion. According to the degree of wear, grades 2 and 3 are the
mast common (in 63.1%), so dentin without pulp exposure is exposed. Changes were equal-
ly present in the incisors and molars (p = 0.236). No significant gender difference was ob-
served (p> 0.05 for all tecth and jaw parts). There were also no differences in the dcgytc of
abrasion of the maxillary and mandible tecth (c=-0.266, p =0.791), right and left maxillary
teeth (t=-0.392, p =0.702), and right and left mandible teeth (1 = -0.889, p = 0.390). There
is a statistically signiﬁmm association between age and the average dt'gree of tooth abrasion
in the mandible, right and left mandibles, and right and left maxillae. The best level of as-
sociation was found for the degree of tooth abrasion in the mandible (r = 0.935, p <0.001).
Condlusion: The lllyrian population belonging to the analyzed archacological sample was
huried in the Kupi]a nccmpalis, and dental analysis resulted in dental age, which con-
cludes that the analyzed population had a life expectancy normal for the Late Iron Age,
which was 30-40 years. Abrasive changf.:s suggest a diet rich in hard, abrasive, poorly car-
iogenic foods with pmhahle particles nfinﬂrgﬁnic origin.
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Uvod: Svrha rada je analizirati promjene nastale abrazivnim troenjem na zubima arhe-
oloskih skelernih ostataka te time procijeniti dentalnu dob u vrijeme smrti promatra-
nih jedinki.

Materijali i metode: Analizom je obuhvacen dio kolekeije uzoraka iz nekropole Kopila
(gmbnica 4), na oroku Korculi pohmnjtnih u Centru za kulmaru Vela Luka. Ukupno 284
zuba trajne denticije razvrstani su u 32 jedinke i prema spolu. Dentalna dob je odredena
metodom po Lovejoyu, a stupanj istrosenosti zuba po Smith i Knight metodi.

Rezultati: U dobi do 20 godina su dvije (n=2) jedinke, od 20-24 godine je pet (n=5), od
24-30 godina je tri (n=3), od 30-35 godina je tri ( n=3), od 35-40 godina je sest (n=6) , e
starijih od 40 je jedanaest (n=11), dok za dvije jedinke nije bilo moguce odrediti dob. Pro-
sjecna u]rupna starost jedinki je 35.6g0dirla (+/-3,1 gndina, SD 11,1). Abrazivne promje-
ne prisutne su na 92,9% zuba, a kod 93,3% se radi o kosoj abraziji. Po stupnju trodenja
najvise su msmp[jcni stupnjevi 21 3 (kod 63,1%), dakle izlozen je dentin bez izlozenosti
pulpc Pmm]enc su podjednako zastupliene na sjekuti¢ima i kutnjacima (p= 0,236). Ni-
je uotena znacajna razlika vezano uz spol (p>0,05 za sve zube i dijelove Celjusti). Takoder
nisu urvdene razlike u stupnju abrazije zuba maksile i mandibule ( t= - 0,266, p= 0,791),
zuba maksile desno i lijevo ( t=-0,392, p= 0,702) , te mandibule desno i lijevo ( t=-0,889,
p =0,390). Postoji staristicki znacajna povezanost dobi i prosjecnog stupnja abrazije zuba
u mandibuli, mandibuli desno i lijevo, te maksili desno i lijevo. Najbolja razina povezano-
sti utvrdena je za stupanj abrazije zuba u mandibuli (r=0,935, p<0,001).

Zakljucak: Populacija llira koja pripada analiziranom arheoloskom uzorku sahranjena
je u nekropoli Kopila, a analizom zuba postignuta je dentalna dob koja zakljucuje da je
analizirana populacija imala Zivomni vijek uobicajen za razdoblje mladeg Zeljeznog doba, 2
koji je iznosio 30-40 godma. Abrazivne promjene upucuju na prehranu hogaru tvrdom,
abrazivnom, slabo kariugfnum hranom s vierojatnim cesticama anniganskvg pﬂdrijfﬂa.
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